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Dear US Media, 
 
How do I feel after Mamdani's win? 
 
I would describe myself today as suffering from cognitive dissonance. 
 
On the one hand, I see a refreshing change, one I welcome based on my assessment in my article titled, 
Some final thoughts..., where I state in part: 
 
"Additionally, “In 2020, the ratio of CEO-to-typical-worker compensation was 351 to-1 under the realized 
measure of CEO pay; that is up from 307-to-1 in 2019 and a big increase from 21-to-1 in 1965 and 61-to-
1 in 1989.”" 
 
"But I’m worried about the direction U.S. capitalism is taking today in that if we don’t get our capitalist 
model ‘drift adjusted’ we risk testing this causal relationship and possibly losing at least some of our 
democratic freedoms as we drift back towards a form of capitalism controlled by fewer and fewer." 
 
"Newton’s third law applies throughout nature folks…I didn’t invent it : ) " 
 
some-final-thoughts-1.pdf 
 
Capitalists can be their own worst enemies. This is what happens when the pendulum swings violently — 
from unchecked greed to widespread poverty. It surprises me that after 250 years, they still haven’t gotten 
it right. How many more centuries do they need? I consider myself a capitalist — but a commonsense 
capitalist. Never a socialist. (some AI used for editing this sentence) 
 
On the other hand, in Ireland,  
 
"Parties with social democratic leanings represent over 28% of the electorate, with meaningful legislative 
power." (AI) 
 
And "Ireland is facing a severe housing crisis, and it is currently one of the government's top policy 
priorities." (AI) 
 
This ultimately occurred over decades during predominantly centrist and center-right governments under 
Fianna Fail and Fine Gael. 
 
I can't blame the democratic socialist influence for any of this. 
 
So, perhaps my cognitive dissonance fog is beginning to lift as I think this thing through. Both hands 
seem to lead to the same conclusion. 
 
Ironically, on the cusp of America’s 250th anniversary, it is the unchecked greed of capitalists — hoarding 
wealth in offshore accounts — that has fueled the rise of meaningful socialism in the United States. 
Zohran Mamdani’s election as Mayor of New York City marks a historic turning point: the most powerful 
office ever held by a democratic socialist in this country’s history. (AI) 
 
You reap what you sow capitalists... 
 
 
Kind regards, 
Maurice D. Landers 

https://www.failte32.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/some-final-thoughts-1.pdf


READ EMAIL STRING BELOW FROM BOTTOM UP 

 

From: maurice landers <mauricelanders@yahoo.com> 
To: maurice landers <mauricelanders@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Monday, November 10, 2025 at 02:11:35 PM EST 
Subject: Re: The Cannibalization Threshold: A Common Sense Capitalist’s Warning 

 
This version is short, punchy, and designed to be 
shared with economists, policymakers, or even as an 
op-ed or lecture opener. 

 

📜 Manifesto Summary: The Cannibalization 

Threshold 

The Warning Capitalism thrives on innovation, investment, and consumption. But when wealth 
concentrates too far at the top, the system begins to devour itself. I call this the Cannibalization 
Threshold: the point where inequality erodes the middle class that sustains capitalism’s demand, stability, 
and legitimacy. 

The Evidence 

• The top 1% now controls nearly 40% of U.S. wealth, while the middle class shrinks. 

• Wages stagnate despite rising productivity. 

• Costs of housing, healthcare, and education outpace incomes. 

• Debt replaces prosperity, and mobility declines. 

The Consequence A system that eats its own consumer base is unsustainable. Capitalism without a 
strong middle class becomes an ouroboros economy — devouring its own tail until growth collapses. 

The Principle 👉 If we can define the threshold, we can prevent the cannibalization. 

The Path Forward 

• Progressive taxation to rebalance opportunity. 

• Universal asset-building to spread ownership. 

• Living wages and empowered labor. 

• Corporate responsibility tied to long-term value. 

• Public investment in education, healthcare, and infrastructure. 

The Call Common sense capitalism is not anti-wealth — it is pro-stability, pro-opportunity, and pro-
growth. To preserve the system we believe in, we must evolve it. The Cannibalization Threshold is both a 
warning and a guide: measure it, respect it, and act before capitalism consumes itself. 



On Monday, November 10, 2025 at 01:55:59 PM EST, maurice landers <mauricelanders@yahoo.com> 
wrote: 
 
 
Dear US Media, 
 
Here's a start for economists, policy makers, etc. 
 
By tying the metaphor 'Cannibalization Threshold' to measurable economic signals, it gives economists 
a way to test, debate, and refine my idea.  
 
That’s what makes a theory useful — it moves from a warning to a framework that can guide research 
and policy. If we can define it, we can prevent  
 
the cannibalization. 
 
Kind regards, 
Maurice D. Landers 
 
 

📊 Possible Indicators of the Cannibalization Threshold 

Dimension Indicator Why It Matters 

Wealth 

Concentration 

Share of wealth held by top 1% or 

0.1% 

Rising concentration signals movement 

toward the threshold. 

Income 

Distribution 

Gini coefficient, income share of 

middle 60% 

Shrinking middle-class share shows 

erosion of capitalism’s stabilizing base. 

Consumption 

Capacity 

Household consumption as % of 

GDP, retail spending trends 

If middle-class consumption declines, 

capitalism “cannibalizes” its own 

demand. 

Debt Dependence Household debt-to-income ratio 
Middle-class survival via debt suggests 

the system is past sustainable balance. 

Social Stability 
Political polarization indices, trust 

in institutions 

Erosion of the middle class often 

correlates with instability and populism. 

Mobility 
Intergenerational income mobility 

rates 

Falling mobility indicates the system is 

locking people out of prosperity. 

🔑 How Economists Could Use This 

• Define the Threshold: Economists could attempt to identify the tipping point numerically — e.g., 
when the top 1% controls more than 40% of wealth, or when middle-class consumption falls 
below a certain share of GDP. 

• Model Feedback Loops: They could simulate how reduced consumption feeds back into slower 
growth, which further concentrates wealth. 

• Policy Testing: Governments could use the threshold as a benchmark to justify interventions 
(progressive taxation, wage policies, antitrust enforcement). 

• Cross-Country Comparisons: Researchers could compare where different nations sit relative to 
the threshold, explaining why some capitalist systems remain stable while others destabilize. 



On Friday, November 7, 2025 at 08:19:07 AM EST, maurice landers <mauricelanders@yahoo.com> 
wrote: 
 
 
Dear US Media, 
 
FYI, with the assistance of AI. Take it or leave it! : ) 
 
Kind regards, 
Maurice D. Landers 
 

🧭 The Cannibalization Threshold: A Common Sense 

Capitalist’s Warning 

In a capitalist society, prosperity is built on a dynamic interplay between innovation, investment, and 
consumption. But capitalism is not a machine that runs on autopilot—it is a social system that requires 
balance, responsibility, and feedback. As a common sense capitalist, I believe in the power of markets, 
but I also believe that unchecked accumulation of wealth can become self-defeating. There is a point—
a Cannibalization Threshold—where the concentration of wealth among owners begins to erode the 
very middle class that sustains capitalism. 

🧩 The Theory 

Capitalism thrives when: 

• Entrepreneurs innovate. 

• Workers earn enough to consume. 

• Corporations compete fairly. 

• Wealth circulates through wages, investment, and demand. 

But when wealth becomes excessively concentrated: 

• Demand stagnates because the middle class can’t afford to spend. 

• Labor loses bargaining power, leading to wage suppression. 

• Political influence tilts toward capital, distorting markets and regulations. 

• Social mobility declines, undermining meritocracy. 

This isn’t just unjust—it’s economically irrational. A system that eats its own consumer base is 
unsustainable. 

📊 The Evidence 

• Top 1% wealth share in the U.S. has doubled since 1980, while the middle class shrinks. 

• Real wages for most workers have stagnated despite rising productivity. 

• Corporate profits soar while labor’s share of income declines. 

• Housing, healthcare, and education costs outpace income growth, squeezing the middle 
class. 

These trends suggest that capitalism, left unbalanced, begins to cannibalize its own engine of growth. 



🎭 Figurative Framing 

• The Ouroboros Economy: Capitalism devours its own tail when capital accumulation 
undermines the consumer base. 

• The Inverted Pyramid: A top-heavy economy becomes unstable as fewer people hold more 
wealth. 

• The Vampire Effect: Rent-seeking behavior drains vitality from the productive economy. 

🛠️ Alternatives to Wealth Caps 

While capping wealth directly may be politically and practically unfeasible, common sense capitalism 
offers smarter tools: 

1. Progressive Taxation 

• Tax capital gains and inheritance more fairly. 

• Close loopholes that allow wealth hoarding. 

2. Universal Asset Building 

• Encourage employee ownership, profit-sharing, and retirement savings. 

• Expand access to capital for small businesses and startups. 

3. Living Wage and Labor Empowerment 

• Strengthen collective bargaining. 

• Index minimum wage to productivity or inflation. 

4. Corporate Responsibility Mandates 

• Tie executive compensation to long-term value creation, not short-term stock prices. 

• Require transparency in pay ratios and social impact. 

5. Public Investment in Opportunity 

• Invest in education, healthcare, and infrastructure to rebuild the middle class. 

• Support affordable housing and childcare to enable workforce participation. 

🧠 Why This Matters 

Capitalism is not just an economic system—it’s a social contract. When that contract breaks, we risk 
instability, populism, and stagnation. Common sense capitalism means recognizing that markets need 
guardrails, and that prosperity must be shared to be sustained. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Visual chart illustrating my Cannibalization Threshold theory. 
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This line chart shows the shifting distribution of U.S. household wealth from 1980 to 2020. It highlights 
how the Top 1% steadily gained wealth while the Middle 60% declined—visually capturing the moment 
when the top 1% overtook the middle class in wealth share, a key inflection point in my theory. 

📉 Key insights from the chart: 

• The Top 1% grew from holding 23% of wealth in 1980 to 39% in 2020. 

• The Middle 60% fell from 36% to 26% in the same period. 

• The Bottom 40% saw their share shrink from 7% to just 3%. 

https://copilot.com/


• The shaded gray area marks the Cannibalization Threshold Zone, where the top 1% surpasses 
the middle class in wealth share—symbolizing the system turning inward on itself. 

 
 
 
 

🧱 Implementation: Who Makes Common Sense 

Capitalism Work? 

The alternatives to wealth caps—progressive taxation, asset-building, labor empowerment, corporate 
responsibility, and public investment—are not just policy ideas. They are systems-level 
interventions that require coordination across multiple sectors. While political will is essential, it’s not 
the only driver. Here’s how these changes can be achieved: 

🏛️ 1. Political Leadership and Policy Reform 

• Legislators must craft and pass laws that rebalance the system: tax reform, labor protections, 
antitrust enforcement, and public investment. 

• Executive agencies must enforce regulations and ensure compliance. 

• Judicial systems must uphold fairness and prevent corporate overreach - My case study on 
Failte32.org demonstrates this abuse in an Irish capitalist context.  

Political motivation is the ignition switch, but it must be sustained by public pressure and institutional 
integrity. 

🧑‍🤝‍🧑  2. Civil Society and Public Advocacy 

• Voters and activists shape the political agenda by demanding fairness and transparency. 

• Think tanks and academics provide research, models, and evidence to guide reform. 

• Media and influencers help frame the narrative and expose systemic failures. 

Public awareness and civic engagement are the fuel that keeps reform alive. 

🏢 3. Corporate Leadership and Business Culture 

• CEOs and boards can voluntarily adopt stakeholder capitalism, tying compensation to long-term 
value and social impact. 

• Investors can push for ESG (Environmental, Social, Governance) standards and responsible 
investing. 

• Small businesses can lead by example in profit-sharing, ethical sourcing, and community 
investment. 

Business is not just a passive recipient of policy—it’s a co-architect of economic norms. 

 



🏫 4. Education and Cultural Shifts 

• Schools and universities must teach economic literacy, civic responsibility, and ethical 
entrepreneurship. 

• Cultural institutions can challenge the myth of infinite accumulation and promote values of 
balance and sustainability. 

Changing hearts and minds is the long game, but it’s essential for lasting change. 

🌐 5. Global Coordination 

• International bodies like the OECD, IMF, and UN can promote fair tax practices and discourage 
race-to-the-bottom deregulation. 

• Cross-border coalitions can address wealth flight, tax havens, and global inequality. 

Capital is global—solutions must be too. 

🧭 Final Thought 

Common sense capitalism is not anti-wealth—it’s pro-stability, pro-opportunity, and pro-growth. It 
recognizes that a healthy middle class is not a side effect of capitalism—it’s a prerequisite. To 
preserve the system we believe in, we must be willing to evolve it. 

 


